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Ring 1 – Horse Showing Classes 

TSR Amateur of the Year Qualifier ** 

CHAPS UK Championship Show Qualifier** 

Start time: 9am 

1. 4-year-old Ridden Hunter 

 4-year-old Ridden Hunter Horse, Mare or Gelding, born in 2022, exceeding 148cms. 

Rider to have attained their 16th birthday by 1st January in the current year. The 

passport will be required to prove eligibility for this class. 

 

2. Small Hunter ** 

Ridden Small Hunter, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 148cms but not 

exceeding 158cms. Rider to have attained their 15th birthday by 1st January in the 

current year. Horses to have a valid height certificate. 

 

3. Light Weight Hunter ** 

Light weight Hunter, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, capable of carrying up to 

79.5kgs (12.7 stone). Rider to have attained their 15th birthday by 1st January in the 

current year 

 

4. Middle/Heavy Weight Hunter (combined if sufficient entries class will be spilt)  **  

Middleweight Hunter, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, capable of carrying 79.5kgs 

(12.7 stone) but not exceeding 89kgs (14stone). Rider to have attained their 14th 

birthday by 1st January in the current year.  

Heavyweight Hunter, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, capable of carrying over 

89kgs (14 stone). Rider to have attained their 15th birthday by 1st January in the current 

year. 

 

5.  Ladies Hunter Astride  

Ladies Hunter, Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 148cms, to be ridden by 

a lady astride. Rider to have attained their 15th birthday by 1st January in the current 

year. 

 

6. Riding Horses (small/large combined if sufficient entries class will be spilt) ** 

Riding Horse, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 148cms.  Rider to have 

attained their 15th birthday before 1st January in the current year. 
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7. Hacks Small/Large ** 

Hack Horses, Mare or Gelding, 4-year-old and over exc 148 not exc 160. Rider to have 

attained their 15th birthday before 1st January in the current year. Hacks should be an 

elegant animal and will not be required to gallop but provide an extension. 

 

8. ROR Novice (not ridden) 

For horses, 4-year-old or over, Mares or Geldings, any height. Riders minimum age of 16 

years. A Novice is a horse that is in its first two years of affiliated competition and has 

not won a ROR class prior to this season’s competition. Horses to be ridden in snaffle 

bridle only with a plain cavesson noseband. Novice horses will not be required to gallop. 

The Judge will not ride Novice Horses but will require a short show. 

 

9.  ROR Open 

For horses, 4 years old or over, Mares or Geldings, any height. Riders minimum age 16 

years. Horses that have won a Racehorse to Riding Horse Class in previous seasons must 

compete in the Open Class. Horses to be ridden in a snaffle, pelham or simple double 

bridle with a plain cavesson noseband. Riders will be asked to extend the canter with the 

Class. Horses to be ridden by the Judge. 

 

10.  Ridden Sports Horse  

Mare or Gelding 4-year-old and over exceeding 148cms, Rider to have attained their 

15th birthday by 1st January in the current year. Judged for confirmation, manners, 

movement and suitability for discipline such as Eventing, dressage, showjumping.  

 

11.  Ridden Veteran (not ridden)** 

Amateur Ridden Horse, Mare or Gelding, exceeding 153cms. Horse to have attained the 

age of 15 years on 1st January in the current year. Rider to have attained their 14th 

birthday by 1st January in the current year. 

 

12. Ridden Registered Irish Draught  

 Open to Registered Irish Draught horse, 4 years old or over. Rider to have attained their 

15th birthday by 1st January in the current year. Exhibits in this class must be fully 

registered and provide their passport to prove eligibility to enter this class. 
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13. Light/Heavy Weight Cobs not exc 155cms (if sufficient entries class will be spilt) ** 

 Ridden Cob, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 148cms but not 

exceeding 155cms. Rider to have attained their 15th birthday before 1st January in the 

current year 

 

14. Traditional Cobs [up to 148cm and over 148cm class will be split if sufficient entries] **  

Traditional Gypsy Cob, Mare, Gelding or Stallion 4 years old or over. The traditional 

gypsy cob should be strong, sturdy and powerful. It should also have a flowing mane, 

forelock, tail and feathers (leg hair).  

 

15. Maxi Cobs** 

 Maxi Ridden Cob, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 155cms. Rider to 

have attained their 15th birthday before 1st January in the current year. To be judged as 

cobs, judges may take particular attention to type (i.e. short legged animal at cob type). 

To be shown hogged. 

 

16. Ladies Side-Saddle (judge will ride) 

Mare or Gelding exceeding 148cms, 5year old and over to be ridden by Ladies Side 

Saddle, Rider to have attained their 16th birthday by 1st January in the current year 

 

17. Coloured Ridden Native exc 148cms**** 

Open to Native Cob, Tradition and Vanner type exc 148cm 4-year-old and over. Rider 

any age but suitable for height of exhibit expect for stallions.  

 

18.  Coloured Ridden Non-Native exc 153cms**** 

Exc153 made up of Hunters, Hacks, Riding Horse, Sport Horse types. Rider any age but 

suitable for height of exhibit expect for stallions. 

 

19. Heavy Ridden Horse (Clydesdale, Shire, Suffolk, Percheron) 

Mare, Gelding or Stallion 4 years old and over. Rider to have attained their 16th birthday 

by 1st January in the current year. 
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Ring 2 – Pony Showing Classes 

All relevant pony classes are AFFILIATED to the Irish Pony Society.  

TSR Amateur of the Year Qualifier ** 

CHAPS UK Championship Show Qualifier** 

Start time: 9am 

20. Lead Rein SHP not exc 123cms ** 

 Lead Rein Pony of Show Hunter Type, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, not 

exceeding 123cms. Rider not to have attained their 9th birthday before 1st January in 

the current year. To be led by an attendant and shown in a Snaffle Bridle. Lead Rein to 

be attached to the noseband only. 

 

21. First Ridden SHP not exc 123cm** 

 Show Hunter First Ridden Pony, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, not exceeding 

123cms. Rider not to have attained their 10th birthday before 1st January in the current 

year. To be shown in a Snaffle Bridle 

 

22. Novice SHP 123cms-153cms 

Novice Show Hunter Pony Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, not exceeding 153cms. 

Riders not to have attained their 20th Birthday before 1st January in the current year. 

 

23. Novice Intermediate SHT not exc 158cms 

 Novice Intermediate Show Hunter Type, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old & over, exceeding 

148cms but not exceeding 158cms. Rider not to have attained their 25th birthday before 

1st January in the current year. 

 

24.  Open SHP 123-133cm ** 

 Show Hunter Type, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, not exceeding 122cms. Rider 

not to have attained their 12th birthday before 1st January in the current year.133cms 

Show Hunter Pony Open Pony of Show Hunter Type, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and 

over, exceeding 122cms but not exceeding 133cms. Rider not to have attained their 14th 

birthday before 1st January in the current year 
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25. Open SHP 143-153cm ** 

 Show Hunter Type, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 133cms but not 

exceeding 143cms. Rider not to have attained their 17th birthday before 1st January in 

the current year.  Show Hunter Type, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 

143cms but not exceeding 153cms. Rider not to have attained their 20th birthday before 

1st January in the current year. 

 

26. Open Intermediate SHT not exc 158cms  

Intermediate Show Hunter Type, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 

148cms but not exceeding 158cms. Rider not to have attained their 25th birthday before 

1st January in the current year. 

 

27.  Lead Rein M&M 122cms** 

Mountain & Moorland Open Lead Rein Pony of Show Hunter Type, Mare or Gelding, 4 

years old and over, not exceeding 122cms. Rider not to have attained their 9th birthday 

before 1st January in the current year. To be led by an attendant and shown in a Snaffle 

Bridle. Lead Rein to be attached to the noseband only Lead Rein Pony, Mare or Gelding, 

4 years old and over, not exceeding 122cms. Registered in the approved Pure Breed 

Society Stud Books of Shetland, Dartmoor, Exmoor & Welsh Section A or B. 

 

28.  First Ridden M&M 128cms** 

 Mountain & Moorland, First Ridden, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, not 

exceeding 128cms. Registered in the approved Pure Breed Society Stud Books of 

Shetland, Dartmoor, Exmoor & Welsh Section A or B. Riders not to have attained their 

12th birthday before the first of January in current year. To be shown in a Shaffle Bridle 

 

29. Novice Small Breeds /Novice Large Breeds 

Novice Mountain and Moorland Stallion, Mare or Gelding 4 years old and over. 

Registered in the approved Pure Breed Society Stud Books of Dartmoor, Exmoor, 

Shetland, Welsh Section A & B. Rider any age, with the exception of stallions where 

junior riders must have attained their 12th birthday before 1st January in the current 

year.  Novice Mountain and Moorland Stallion, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over. 

Registered in their approved Pure Breed Society Stud Books of Connemara, Dales, Fell, 

Highland, New Forest, Welsh Section C or D.  Rider any age, with the exception of 

stallions where junior riders must have attained their 14th birthday before 1st January in 

the current year. 
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30. Open small breeds ** 

Open Mountain and Moorland Ponies registered with their approved respective Pure 

Breed Societies of Dartmoor, Exmoor, Shetland, Welsh Section A & B. Stallion, Mare or 

Gelding, 4 years old and over. Rider any age. Rider to be the correct age to ride a 

stallion. 

 

31. Open large breeds ** 

Open Mountain and Moorland Ponies registered with their approved respective Pure 

Breed Societies of Connemara, Dales, Fell, Highland, New Forest, Welsh Section C or D. 

All ponies must have a current height certificate not exceeding 148cms. Stallion, Mare or 

Gelding, 4 years old and over. Rider any age. Rider to be the correct age to ride a stallion 

 

32. Novice Ridden Connemara  

Novice Connemara Ridden Pony Stallion, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over. Rider to 

be the correct age to ride a stallion. Not to have won an open class as of the first of 

January 2026. 

 

33. Open Ridden Connemara 

 Connemara Ridden Pony Stallion, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over. Rider to be the 

correct age to ride a stallion. 

 

34. Ridden Connemara under 16yrs  

Connemara Ridden Pony, stallion, mare or gelding, 4 years and over, rider not to have 

attained their 16th birthday on the 1st January in the current year. Rider to be the 

correct age to ride a stallion. Pony to be registered in the approved Pure Breed Society 

Stud Book of Connemara 

 

35. Coloured Ridden Pony (Native)**** 

Not to exc 148cms Open to native cob, tradition and vanner type Rider any age but 

suitable for height of exhibit expect for stallions.  

 

36. Coloured Ridden Pony (Non-Native)**** 

Not to exc 153cms to include Show Hunter Pony and Show Pony types. Rider any age but 

suitable for height of exhibit expect for stallions.  
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37.  Part-Bred Ridden** 

Open to Stallion, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, not exceeding 148cms. Exhibits 

in this section must be registered in the Part-Bred section of their Breed Society / Stud 

Book. Rider any age. NB. Stallions must only be ridden by riders who have attained their 

12th birthday before 1st January in the current year for ponies up to 138cms and riders 

who have attained their 14th birthday for ponies over 138cms. 

 

38. Lead Rein SP ** 

Lead Rein Show Pony, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, not exceeding 123cms. 

Rider not to have attained their 8th birthday before 1st January in the current year. To 

be led by an attendant and shown in a Snaffle Bridle. Lead Rein to be attached to the 

nose band only. 

 

39.  First Ridden SP ** 

First Ridden Show Pony, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, not exceeding 123cms. 

Riders not to have attained their 10th birthday before 1st January in the current year. To 

be shown in a snaffle bridle. 

 

40. Novice SP 123cms-148cms 

Show Pony, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 123cms but not exceeding 

148cms. Rider not to have attained their 16th birthday before 1st January in the current 

year. 

 

41. Open SP 123cms-148cm 

Show Pony, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 123cms but not exceeding 

148cms. Rider not to have attained their17th birthday before 1st January in the current 

year. 

 

42. Family Pony Lead Rein  

Mare or Gelding 4yr old and over, pony or rider not to have been placed 1st-3rd at a 

county/ Royal or Affiliated show. To be shown in a Snaffle Bridle 
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43. First Year First Ridden NO CANTER (open to shp/sp/m&m) 

First year First Ridden Mare or Gelding, 4 years old & over. Show Pony / Show Hunter 

Pony not exceeding 122cms or M&M/ Part-Bred Pony not exceeding 128cms registered 

in their approved Pure / Part-Bred Society Stud Book of Dartmoor, Exmoor, New Forest, 

Shetland, Welsh Section A or B. Rider not to have attained their 10th birthday before 1st 

January in the current year. This must be the first year that the rider has competed off 

the lead rein. To be show in a Snaffle Bridle  

 

44. First Ridden NO CANTER (open to shp/sp/m&m)  

First Ridden Mare or Gelding, 4 years old & over. Show Pony / Show Hunter Pony not 

exceeding 122cms or M&M/ Part-Bred Pony not exceeding 128cms registered in their 

approved Pure / Part-Bred Society Stud Book of Dartmoor, Exmoor, New Forest, 

Shetland, Welsh Section A or B. Rider not to have attained their 10th birthday before 1st 

January in the current year. To be shown in a Snaffle Bridle 

 

45. Family Pony Ridden (unaffiliated)  

Mare or Gelding 4yr old and over not exceeding 148cms, pony or rider not to have been 

placed 1st-3rd at a county/ Royal or Affiliated show. 

 

46. Novice/Open Intermediate SRT 

 Intermediate Show Riding Type, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 

146cms but not exceeding 158cms. Rider not to have attained their 25th birthday before 

1st January in the current year. 

 

47. Junior Side-Siddle  

Pony Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, not exceeding 158cms, to be ridden side 

saddle. Rider to be under 18 years of age & of the correct age for the pony they are 

riding Can be done lead rein providing the child and pony are eligible for lead rein 

classes 
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UK Ponies & Horses Limited 

 

• To be judged in accordance with the rules of the UK Ponies & Horses Limited. 

• For the qualification to the Royal International to stand for 2026, Membership for UK 

Ponies & Horses to include the Owner, Rider & Pony must be received in the Admin 

office 21 days following the date of the event. 

• Membership Forms can be downloaded from the UKPH website 

www.ukponieshorses.com or please contact the Admin office on 07957 503631.  

• The highest placed exhibit not already qualified from the first five will qualify 

(subject to the above Membership being processed) for the RIHS Young Riders & 

Amateurs M&M Ridden at the RIHS Hickstead 2026. (See Rule 7 of the current UK 

PONIES & HORSES Rule Book).  

• 1st, 2nd and 3rd in each class to qualify for the Gold Medal Series at the UK PONIES & 

HORSES Spring Classic 2027. 

 

 

48. RIHS UK Ponies & Horses Limited & Anthony Evans Insurance Brokers Limited – 

Intermediate M&M 

RHIS UK Ponies & Horses Limited & Anthony Evans Insurance Brokers Intermediate 

M&M – Stallion, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old & over. Registered in their approved Pure 

Breed Society stud books of Connemara, Dales, Dartmoor, Exmoor, Fells, Highland, New 

Forest, Shetland, Welsh Section A, B, C or D. Rider not to have attained their 25th 

Birthday before the 1st January in the current year. (See Rule 7 of the current UK Ponies 

& Horses Limited Rule Book). 

 

 

49. RIHS UK Ponies & Horses Limited & Anthony Evans Insurance Brokers – M&M Large 

Breeds 

RIHS UK Ponies & Horses Limited & Anthony Evans Insurance Brokers M&M Large 

Breeds – Mare or Gelding, 4 years old & over. Registered in their approved Pure Breed 

Society stud books of Connemara, Dales, Fells, Highland, New Forest, Welsh Section C or 

D. Rider not to have attained their 18th Birthday before the 1st January in the current 

year. 
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50. RIHS UK Ponies & Horses Limited & Anthony Evans Insurance Brokers – M&M Small 

Breeds  

RIHS UK Ponies & Horses Limited & Anthony Evans Insurance Brokers M&M Small 

Breeds – Mare or Gelding 4 years old & over Registered in their approved Pure Breed 

Society stud books of Dartmoor, Exmoor, Shetland, Welsh Section A or B. Rider not to 

have attained their 14th Birthday before the 1st January in the current year.  

 

51. RIHS UK Ponies & Horses Limited & Anthony Evans Insurance Brokers Limited Amateur 

Riders – Stallion, mare or gelding 4 years old and over, registered in their approved Pure 

Breed Society stud book of Connemara, Dartmoor, Dales, Exmoor, Fell, Highlands, New 

Forest, Shetland and Welsh Section A, B, C and D. Riders any age. (Please refer to current 

UK Ponies & Horses Rule Book). 
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WORKING HUNTER RING 3 

Full range of Northern Ireland Festival Qualifiers  

Starting time 8.30am sharp 

Horses (Exceeding 148cms) 

52.  70cms Working Hunter 

 Working Hunter Horse, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over exceeding 

148cms. Rider to have attained their 14th birthday by 1st January in the current year.  

 

53.  4-year-old Working Hunter (70-80cms) 

 4-year-old Working Hunter Horse, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, born in 2022, exceeding 

148cms. Rider to have attained their 14th birthday by 1st January in the current year. 

The passport will be required to prove eligibility for this class 

 

54. 80cm Working Hunter  

 Working Hunter Horse, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over exceeding 

148cms. Rider to have attained their 14th birthday by 1st January in the current year.  

 

55. Cobs Working Hunter 80cms  

Working Cob, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over exceeding 148cms. Riders 

to have attained their 14th birthday before 1st January in the current year. If sufficient 

entries, this class may be split into cobs not exceeding 155cms & cobs exceeding 155cms 

 

56. Working Show Horse 85cms 

Open to Hacks, Cob, Maxi Cobs and Riding Horses, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years 

old and over exceeding 148cms. Rider to have attained their 15th birthday by 1st 

January in the current year.  

 

57. Small Working Hunter 85cms   

Small Working Hunter Horse, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over, 

exceeding 148cms but not exceeding 158cms (a current height certificate, not exceeding 

158cms, will be required to show eligibility for this class) Rider to have attained their 

14th birthday by 1st January in the current year.  
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58. 90cm Working Hunter  

Working Hunter Horse, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over exceeding 

148cms. Rider to have attained their 14th birthday by 1st January in the current year.  

 

59. 1m Working Hunter  

Working Hunter Horse, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over exceeding 

148cms. Rider to have attained their 14th birthday by 1st January in the current year.  

 

60. 1.10cm Working Hunter  

Working Hunter Horse, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over exceeding 

148cms. Rider to have attained their 14th birthday by 1st January in the current year.  

Ponies to continue after horse classes 

All relevant Working Hunter Pony classes are AFFILIATED to the Irish Pony Society.  

61. Lead Rein/Assisted WHP 30cms (under 123cms) 

 Pony not exceeding 123cms. Rider not to have attained their 9th birthday on 1st January 

in the current year 

 

62. Unassisted WHP 30/40cms (under 133cms) (incorporating IPS Beginners Cradle) 

 Pony not exceeding 133cms. Rider not to have attained their 12th birthday on 1st 

January in the current year. Adult can go around with child but must not lead the pony. 

 

63. 50cm WHP (under 153cms)  

Working Hunter pony, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over not exceeding 

153cms. Rider not to have attained their 20th birthday by 1st January in the current year 

and rider to be the correct height for pony. 

 

64. Cradle Stakes WHP 50/60cms  

 Working Hunter Pony, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, not exceeding 122cms. 

Rider not to have attained their 11th birthday on the 1st January in the current year. 

 

65. M&M WHP not exc 128cm 60cms 

 Mountain & Moorland Working Hunter Pony, Stallion, Mare or Gelding, not exceeding 

128cms. Rider any age. 
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66. 60cm WHP (under 153cms)  

Working Hunter pony, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over not exceeding 

153cms. Rider not to have attained their 20th birthday by 1st January in the current year 

and rider to be the correct height for pony. 

 

67. 70cm WHP (under 153cms) 

 Working Hunter pony, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over not exceeding 

153cms. Rider not to have attained their 20th birthday by 1st January in the current year 

and rider to be the correct height for pony.  

 

68. Starter/Nursery Stakes WHP 75cms   

Starter/Nursery Stakes, Mare or Gelding, 4 years old and over, not exceeding 133cms. 

Rider not to have attained their 12th birthday before 1st January in the current year. 

 

69. 80cm WHP (under 153cms) 

Working Hunter pony, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over not exceeding 

153cms. Rider not to have attained their 20th birthday by 1st January in the current year 

and rider to be the correct height for pony.  

 

70. M&M WHP exc 128 not exc 138cm  

Mountain & Moorland Working Hunter Pony, Stallion, Mare or Gelding, exc 128cms but 

not exceeding 138cms. Rider any age. 

 

71. 90cm WHP (under 158cms) 

Working Hunter pony, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over not exceeding 

153cms. Rider not to have attained their 25th birthday by 1st January in the current year 

and rider to be the correct height for pony. 

 

72. M&M WHP exc 138cm  

Mountain & Moorland Working Hunter Pony, Stallion, Mare or Gelding, exceeding 

138cms. Rider any age. 
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73. 1m WHP (under 158cms)  

Working Hunter pony, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over not exceeding 

158cms. Rider not to have attained their 25th birthday by 1st January in the current year 

and rider to be the correct height for pony. 

 

 

74. 1.10 WHP (under 158cms)  

Working Hunter pony, Mare or Gelding or Stallion, 4 years old and over not exceeding 

158cms. Rider not to have attained their 25th birthday by 1st January in the current year 

and rider to be the correct height for pony. 
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EVENING PERFORMANCE CHAMPIONSHIPS- Start Time 7pm approx.  

Cash prizes for Evening Performance Championships –  

EVENING CHAMPIONSHIP Prize fund IN TOTAL OF £4000 

EVENING DRESS CODE PLEASE 

1.  Show Hunter Pony Championship – Classes 22-26 
2.  M&M Ridden Championship – Classes-29-31 
3.  Connemara Championship – Classes -32-34 
4.  Ridden Pony Championship- Classes-37,40,41,46 
5.  Coloured Championship – Classes- 17,18,35,36 
6.  Hunter Championship – Classes-1-4 
7.  Ladies Championship – Classes -5,16,47 
8.  Riding Horse/ Hack Championship – Classes -6-7 
9.  ROR Championship – Classes 8,9,54,58,59 
10.  Ridden Horse Championship – Classes -10,11,12,19 
11.  Cob Championship – Classes -13-15 
12. Working Hunter Pony Championship – Classes- 63,65,66,67,69,70,71,72,73,74  
13.  Working Hunter Horse Championship – Classes-52-60 
14.  Amateur Ridden Championship – Highest placed in classes 1-19 
15. RIHS UK M&M Championship – Classes-48-51  
16. Mini Supreme Working Hunter Championship – Classes -61,62,64,68 
17. Mini Supreme Ridden Championship -Classes-20,21,27,28,38,39,43,44 
18. Pony Supreme Championship- Champions and Res from Championship -Classes-

1,2,3,4,12,15 (5 or7 if pony is champion and reserve) 
19. Horse Supreme Championship- Champion and Res from Championship -Classes 

5,6,7,8,9,10,11,13,14 
20. Overall Supreme Championship – Champion and Res from Championships-Classes -16-19  

 

QUALIFIER DATES 

• Northern Ireland Festival 1st-3rd May 2026. 
• Royal Internation Horse Show 21st-26th July 2026.  
• CHAPS UK Championship Show 20th-22nd August 2026. 

• TSR Amateur of the Year Show 28th & 29th November 2026.  
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TSR Amateur Definitions 

Amateur/Home Produced Applicable to TSR Talent Spotting, TSR Summer Amateur Show, 

Amateur HOYS Ridden Award Qualification and Amateur Points 

League the following are defined as amateur/home-produced: 

You are eligible for TSR Amateur Shows including Amateur Hoys Summer Show unless you 

are a Professional. 

You are a Professional in relation to Showing if you derive ANY income (main or part time) 

from working with horses/ponies in connection with Showing OR if you fall into one of the 

following: 

Professional definitions as detailed below: 

Professional Producer A person who keeps horses/ponies including training, livery, 

schooling, rides or handles equines for the show ring other than their own, paid or unpaid 

since 1st January 2024. 

Professional Rider A person of any age who rides horses/ponies in the show ring for more 

than one owner paid or unpaid since 1st January 2024. For Clarification, that of one other 

owner in the show ring ensuring that all parties are Amateurs. 

Professional Handler A person of any age who handles horses/ponies in the show ring for 

more than one owner paid or unpaid since 1st January 2024.  

For Clarification, As an Amateur, a person of any age may handle their own animal(s) and 

that of one other owner in the show ring ensuring that all parties are Amateurs. 

Professional Breeder A person who breeds from 5 or more broodmares and stands more 

than 1 stallion at Stud on a commercial basis in relation to showing since 1st January 2024.  

Professional Show Groom A person who receives any renumeration for employment in 

connection with Showing since 1st January 2025. 

Professional Owner A person who exhibits any horse/pony in their name which is 

professionally produced for the show ring in the current year (2026). All other 
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horses/ponies in their name/care or those of an immediate family members even if they 

are kept at home will NOT be eligible for Amateur classes in that year. 

 Professional Trainer/Instructor A person who teaches and/or trains in the Showing 

discipline paid or unpaid. For Clarification: Instruction or training carried out with riders 

on their own horses or ponies who seek professional tuition, but who do not compete in 

Showing is accepted. A person who owns or runs a Riding School which also hires out its 

facilities for Showing purposes (excluding Clinics) is considered a Professional. 

All children/juniors not to have attained their 18th birthday before 1st January in the 

current year (2026) will fall under their parents/guardian’s status. Immediate Family as 

defined in 4a, Partners and Spouses of a Professional will be considered Professionals if 

they are engaged or involved with the Professionals business in any capacity. For the 

avoidance of doubt, you are eligible for the TSR Amateur classes if you: 

 1. Keep your horse/pony on livery on a non-showing yard  

2. Work in racing, riding school, non-showing yard or other non-showing discipline  

3. Are a brand ambassador up to a limit of benefits worth £200 in one calendar year  

4. Receive remuneration for ancillary services for example as a farrier, vet, physio 

 5. Have lessons/training either one to one or at clinics  

6. Loan/lease a horse/pony as long as there is a formal agreement, and it is shown and/or 

exhibited in your name  

7. Send a horse/pony to be broken to be ridden during the period of 1st January 2026 to 

1st March 2026 with a professional as defined above. This horse/pony is not eligible to 

compete in the TSR Amateur HOYS Ridden Qualification classes in the current year but this 

does not affect any other animals already in the ownership, lease or loan in the current 

season by those who meet the amateur definition. 

 8. Sell a horse/pony through a professional between November 2025 and 1st March 2026 

which is sold and does not return to or remain in your ownership whether that be part or 

full, or through a lease or loan agreement.  

9. Horses attending clinics in preparation for a Ride Judge may be ridden by a professional 

rider during 1st January 2026 and 1st March 2026. 
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Horse/Pony Eligibility A horse or pony is NOT eligible for TSR Amateur classes, including 

Amateur Hoys Qualifiers if it is:  

1. Stabled, schooled or competed with/by a Professional as defined above in the current 

year (2026).  

2. Ridden/lead by a Professional in the current year  

3. Shown in the name/owned or sponsored by a company or commercial firm  

4. Attended by a professional as defined above at a show, by means of warming up, 

exercising, familiarising or attending in the show ring.  

5. If the owner and/or rider and/or handler has another horse/pony stabled with a 

Professional as defined above in the current year  

6. If either the owner, rider or handler is a professional  

7. Shown by a person for which that person’s immediate family is a Professional  

8. Animals which have been produced in the current season that have been purchased, 

leased or loaned from a professional are not eligible to compete under the amateur 

definition in the current year. This does not affect any other animals already in the 

ownership, lease or loan in the current season by those who meet the amateur definition. 

9. Broken to be ridden by a professional and during this period are competed in showing 

classes of any kind.  

10. Placed on Sales Livery with a professional at any time in the calendar year, which 

returns to the owner or rider having not been sold, will not be eligible under the amateur 

definition in the current year. This does not affect any other animals in your ownership, 

lease or loan.  

11. A horse/pony purchased or leased in the current year (2026) that has been 

professionally produced during or prior to 1st January 2026 is not eligible until 1st January 

2027. This does not affect any other animal/s already in the ownership, lease or loan 

during the current season (2026) that meet the Amateur definitions.  

12. Ridden and competed by a Professional in any showing class after 1st January 2026. 

TSR takes very seriously the spirit of these amateur conditions any member found to be 

contravening them may be subject to exclusion from the society with immediate effect. If 

you are in any doubt about your status please ask the office for guidance, the decision of 

The Showing Register on eligibility will be final. 
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IPS Rules  

To be found in IPS Rule book 2026. 

https://irishponysociety.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/IPS-Rule-Book-Guidelines-

FINAL-2026.pdf  

NOTES/ RULES  

• The Society reserves the Right to cancel or postpone the Show due to unforeseen 

circumstances  

• Riders to be the correct age to compete in all relevant classes. 

• LIMITED On-site stabling and hook up available (first come first served) please email  

chapsireland@gmail.com  

•  Highest placed Coloured horse and pony in each class will qualify for CHAPS UK 

Championship Show 20th-22nd August 2026. 

• Classes 14,17,18, 35 and 36 direct qualifiers for CHAPS UK Championship Show 

20th-22nd August 2026. 

•  Highest placed Amateur in each of the relevant qualifying classes will qualify for TSR 

Amateur of the Year Show 28th-29th November 2026 at Stoneleigh Park. 

• Full range of Northern Ireland Festival Working Hunter Qualifiers. 

• Treo Eile Prize Fund for highest placed thoroughbred in Working Hunter Classes 

54,58,59.   

• If sufficient entries in classes 4, 6, 7, 13, 22, 24, 25, 29, 40, 41, 46 they will be spilt 

into single sections.  

• The society reserve the right to split or amalgamate any classes with insufficient 

entry numbers. 

• Change of Judges could happen in any above rings and the Judges’ DECISIONS are 

final. 

• Height Certificate and Passports must be available on the day 

• Any complaints MUST be made in writing on the DAY of the show with a fee of £200 

that is refundable if complaint is valid.  

• STALLIONS must wear a display stallion badge. 

• Stallions: Any Pony Stallion not exceeding 138cms or Small Breed M&M Stallions ie 

Exmoor, Dartmoor, Shetland, Welsh A or B may NOT be ridden by juniors who have 

not attained their 12th birthday before 1st January in the current year. Stallions 

exceeding 138cms or Large Breed M&M ie Connemara, Dales, Fells, New Forest, 

https://irishponysociety.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/IPS-Rule-Book-Guidelines-FINAL-2026.pdf
https://irishponysociety.ie/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/IPS-Rule-Book-Guidelines-FINAL-2026.pdf
mailto:chapsireland@gmail.com
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Highland, Welsh C&D may not be ridden by juniors who have not attained their 14th 

birthday before 1st January in the current year. Stallions / Colts may not be led by 

any juniors who have not attained their 14th birthday before the 1st January in the 

current year.  Stallion horses riders over 16th birthday in the current year. 

 

• PASSPORTS: Under the current Department of Agriculture legislation, it is illegal for 

any person to travel with equines anywhere in the country or abroad without the 

animals PASSPORT. 

• We cannot hold any classes or give accurate class start times from when rings start. 

• You are responsible for getting to your rings on time. 

 

Key dress code rule  

• SPURS are not permitted in any pony classes. 

• Earring and Body studs must not be worn (will lead to disqualification).  

• Body protectors in current standards must be worn in working hunter classes for all 

riders under 16 years old. 

• Correct three-point protective head gear complying with British Standards must be 

wore AT ALL TIMES while mounted including classes 1-75. 

• Top hats/ Beaglers are permitted for riders 18 years and over during the evening 

performance BUT AT THEIR OWN RISK. 

• A competitor whose hat comes off, or chin-strap comes undone whilst competing, 

will be eliminated and asked to leave the ring. Riders are not permitted to wear 

hoodies when mounted. In extreme weather conditions a Judge can use discretion 

with regard to the wearing of jackets during competition.  

• Handlers, grooms and exhibitors entering the ring at any time must all be neat and 

tidy. Grooms must wear hats when entering the ring. STRICTLY NO JEANS 

PERMITTED.  

 

.  
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Riding Hat Appendix 
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The Showing Register 

Please refer to the TSR Amateur Rulebook for our amateur definitions which can be found 

below: 

TSR Rulebook – The Showing Register 

EXHIBITS DO NOT NEED TO BE MEMBERS TO QUALIFY – TSR MEMBERSHIP WILL BE 

REQUIRED FOR THEM TO COMPETE IN THE FINAL 3 

WORDING TO BE USED FOR TSR AMATEUR OF THE YEAR QUALIFIERS  

The two highest placed exhibit not already qualified will qualify for the relevant TSR 

Amateur of the Year final class to be held at Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire on 28th and 

29th November. 

1. COLOURED HORSE/PONY RIDDEN AMATEUR OF THE YEAR -Classes 17,18,35,36 

Ponies: Open Ridden Piebald/Skewbald, stallion, mare or gelding 4 years and over. Riders 

any age except for those on stallions who must have attained their 14th birthday by 1st 

January of the current year.  Spurs must not be worn. Ponies under 153cms.  

Horses: Open Ridden Piebald/Skewbald, stallion, mare or gelding 4 years and over. Riders 

any age except for those on stallions who must have attained their 14th birthday by 1st 

January of the current year Spurs may be worn by adult riders. Animals 153cms and over. 

 

2. MOUNTAIN AND MOORLAND SMALL BREEDS RIDDEN AMATEUR OF THE YEAR 

Class 30 

Open to Mountain and Moorland ponies registered with their respective Pure-Bred Societies 

of Dartmoor, Exmoor, Shetland, Welsh A and Welsh B. Stallion, mare or gelding 4 years and 

over. Riders any age except for those on stallions who must have attained their 14th birthday 

by 1st January of the current year and suitably mounted. Spurs must not be worn. 

 

 

 

 

https://theshowingregister.co.uk/about-us/tsr-rulebook/
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3. MOUNTAIN AND MOORLAND LARGE BREEDS RIDDEN AMATEUR OF THE YEAR -

Class 31 

Open to Mountain and Moorland ponies registered with their respective Pure-Bred Societies 

of Fells, Dales, Highlands, New Forests, Connemara, Welsh C and Welsh D. Stallion, mare or 

gelding 4 years and over. Riders any age except for those on stallions who must have 

attained their 14th birthday by 1st January of the current year. Spurs must not be worn. 

 

4. LEAD REIN MOUNTAIN AND MOOLAND RIDDEN AMATEUR OF THE YEAR- Class 27  

Open to Mountain and Moorland ponies registered with their Pure-Bred Societies of 

Dartmoor, Exmoor, New Forest, Shetland, Welsh A or B. Mares or geldings 4 years old and 

over, not exceeding 128cms. Riders must have attained their 3rd birthday but not have 

attained their 9th birthday before 1st January in the current year. Led by an attendant and 

shown in a snaffle bridle, the lead rein to be attached to the noseband only. 

 

5. FIRST RIDDEN MOUNTAIN AND MOORLAND RIDDEN AMATEUR OF THE YEAR Class 

28 

Open to Mountain and Moorland ponies registered with their Pure-Bred Societies of 

Dartmoor, Exmoor, New Forest, Shetland, Welsh A or B.  Mares or geldings 4 years old and 

over not exceeding 128cms. Riders must have attained their 3rd birthdays but not attained 

their 12th birthday before 1st January in the current year. To be shown in any suitable bridle. 

 

6. PLAITED PONY RIDDEN AMATEUR OF THE YEAR-Classes 24,25,37, 41 

Open plaited pony, mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, not exceeding 153cms.  Any 

suitably mounted rider. Spurs must not be worn. 

 

7. LEAD REIN PLAITED RIDDEN AMATEUR OF THE YEAR Classes 20,38 

Lead Rein Pony mare or gelding 4 years old and over not exceeding 128cms. Riders to have 

attained their 3rd birthday but not their 9th birthday before 1st January in the current year. 

To be led by an attendant and shown in a snaffle bridle. Lead rein to be attached to the 

noseband only.  
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8. FIRST RIDDEN PLAITED AMATEUR OF THE YEAR-Classes 21,39 

First Ridden Pony, mare or gelding 4 years old and over not exceeding 128cms. Riders to 

have attained their 3rd birthday but not their 10th birthday before 1st January in the current 

year. To be shown in any suitable bridle. 

 

9. RIDDEN RIDING HORSE/HACK AMATEUR OF THE YEAR -Classes 6,7 

Open to Hacks and Riding Horses.  mare or gelding, 4 years old and over. Exceeding 148cms 

but Hacks not exceeding 160cms. Riders must have attained their 15th birthday by the day of 

the Show Spurs may be worn by adult riders. 

   

10. RIDDEN COB AMATEUR OF THE YEAR- Classes 13,15  

Open Ridden Cob, mare or gelding, 4 years old and over. Exceeding 148cms. To be shown 

hogged and trimmed. Riders must have attained their 15th birthday by the day of the Show 

Spurs may be worn by adult riders. 

 

11. RIDDEN HUNTER AMATEUR OF THE YEAR- Classes 2,3,4 

Open Ridden Hunter, mare or gelding, 4 years old and over. Exceeding 148cms. Riders must 

have attained their 15th birthday by the day of the Show. Spurs may be worn by adult riders. 

 

12. RIDDEN VETERAN AMATEUR OF THE YEAR- Class 11 

Open to horses and ponies of any breed, type and height, 15 years and over. Riders of any 

age, suitably mounted – animals will not be galloped. Spurs not to be worn. Blemishes are 

not taken into consideration.  
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